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In terms of funding, the Scottish Budget for 2020-21 commits in excess of £15 billion 
to the health portfolio this year. This includes additional funding in 2020-21 for frontline 
NHS Boards of £454 million, an increase of 4.2 per cent, and supports Boards in 
further improving patient outcomes and delivering Programme for Government 
priorities. Importantly, this funding supports a further shift in the balance of care to 
community health services. This involves making better use of hospital bed capacity, 
while not necessarily increasing capacity. 
 
The Waiting Times Improvement Plan (WTIP) was published in October 2018 with the 
aim of ensuring the future delivery of waiting time standards and guarantees for 
patients across Scotland by the Spring of 2021. The WTIP was backed by a total 
funding package of £850 million.  The initial progress made under the WTIP was 
supported by the provision of additional resources to health boards to allow them to 
undertake additional activity and make changes to services to support this.  During 
2019/20 £108 million was made available to health boards for these purposes.   
 
The current focus of NHS Boards in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic while 
maintaining urgent cancer, emergency and maternity services, means that the 
resumption of routine elective activity to tackle the outstanding backlog of patients 
waiting remains a challenge, with activity levels previously undertaken not possible 
now due to COVID restricting pathways and processes. The Scottish Government has 
committed to provide the necessary funding across health and social care to ensure 
that the sector has the resources that it requires to respond to the pandemic. Further 
detail will be set out in the Autumn Budget Revision of funding received and allocated. 
 
Going forward with the restarting of hospital services, the Scottish Government and 
Health Boards approach will be informed by national and local clinical priorities.  The 
Government will continue to work with health boards, local authorities, Royal Colleges, 
professional bodies, unions and other key stakeholders to ensure our approach is 
robust and up to date as we move towards the next stage of re-mobilisation  This is 
why Re-mobilise, Recover, Re-design: The Framework for NHS Scotland, which 
was published on 31st May, sets out how Health Boards will follow national and local 
clinical advice to safely and gradually prioritise the resumption of some paused 
services. Health boards will introduce these plans while maintaining COVID-19 
capacity and resilience and providing appropriate support for social care.  
 
Staffing levels within NHSScotland have increased by 11.3% since 2006/07. 
Furthermore, our Health and Care (Staffing) (Scotland) Bill received Royal Assent on 
6 June 2019. Its aim is to provide a statutory basis for the provision of appropriate 
staffing in health and care service settings, thereby enabling safe and high quality care 
and improved outcomes for service users. 
 
The Scottish Government recognises that increasing staffing numbers alone is not 
enough to address demand, and that effective workforce planning is vital. That is why 
we published the first Integrated National Health and Social Care Workforce Plan in 
the UK on 16 December 2019. Developed in partnership with COSLA, the Integrated 
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Plan sets out how health and social care services will meet growing demand to ensure 
the right numbers of staff, with the right skills, across health and social care services. 
 
The Scottish Government’s position is that the current approach for the NHS in 
Scotland, which is outlined above and based on a twin approach of investment and 
reform, is appropriate to address the requests of the petition.  
 
Background 
 
There were on average 20,791 available staffed beds across all specialties in Scotland 
in 2018/19, with an average 13,105 available staffed beds for acute specialties only. 
More information on this can be found here: https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-
publications-and-data/health-services/hospital-care/acute-hospital-activity-and-nhs-
beds-information-annual/.   
 
Data for 2019/20 is due to be published on 29 September 2020. 
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